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Dear Householder

One of your neighbours has recently been the victim of burglary.  

We would advise you to read the content of the accompanying leaflet which gives you advice and information on improving your own security.  

At the very minimum take the following steps:

· Think about how you would gain entry to your property if you lost your keys.  A burglar is likely to use the same means.

· Make sure all your doors and windows are locked – even if you are in the house.  Sneak-in thefts can take seconds.

· Make it look like you are at home when you are not.  Most burglaries happen when a house or flat are empty.  Don’t leave curtains closed during the daytime and use timer switches to turn on lights and radios when you are out.

· Improve your outside lighting.  Dusk to dawn lighting can put off or draw attention to a thief.

· Prevent intruders getting to the back or side of your home by installing strong fences or gates.  Check for weak spots where a thief could get into your garden, for example a low or sagging fence or a back gate with a weak lock.

· Never leave garages or sheds unlocked.  A high proportion of cycle thefts occur from sheds.  Ideally fit a shed bar with a strong padlock (see leaflet for more details).

Please contact your local police officer for further advice or information.  
Telephone:  0845 60 60 247.
